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SPEAKERS’ BIOGRAPHIC NOTES 
 
 
João Gomes Cravinho is Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Portugal. 
He graduated and did his MSc at the London School of Economics and holds a PhD from 
Oxford University. He has served as Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Economy, Coimbra 
University, teaching International Relations and coordinating the doctoral program 
International Politics and Conflict Resolution. He was also guest lecturer at ISCTE and 
Universidade Nova de Lisboa.  
Mr. Cravinho’s doctoral dissertation focused on Mozambique, and he has published 
extensively in Portuguese and foreign journals – United Kingdom, France and Spain. Besides 
several articles in specialized journals, his most important publication in the area of 
International Relations is “Visões do Mundo” published in 2002 and written mainly while 
Visiting Researcher at Georgetown University, in Washington.   
In addition to his academic career, Mr. Cravinho has devoted several years of his activity to 
the area of Development Cooperation. In 1999 he coordinated the inter-ministerial report of 
the Portuguese Government concerning assistance to East Timor; in 2000 he worked with the 
Portuguese presidency of the European Union and from January 2001 to June 2002 he was 
president of the Institute for Portuguese Cooperation. Among other activities he has been 
consultant in national (Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian) and international (European 
Commission and World Bank) institutions.  
 
 
José Manuel BRIOSA E GALA is the Personal Representative of the European Commission 
President and Special Advisor for Africa. In this context, he notably takes part into the Africa 
Partnership Forum dialogue process and the Africa Personal representatives meetings, a G8 
related process.  
Mr. Briosa e Gala has served as Portugal Secretary of State for Development Cooperation 
from 1992 till 1995. He previously served as a Deputy Secretary of State for the Portuguese 
Minister of Education in 1991. He then was appointed in July of  2003, as personal 
representative of the Portuguese Prime Minister  José Manuel Durão Barroso, for the Africa 
Partnership Forum ( APF), a position he left in 2005 upon the nomination of Mr. Durão 
Barroso as President of the EC. 
A lawyer and legal adviser, he also holds master degrees in Management and International 
Relations.    
In addition to his public office experience, Mr. Briosa e Gala has an extensive experience in 
the private sector, specifically in the telecom area. He hold the following  position from 1998 
to present: Executive Board Member of Portugal Telecom Multimedia, 2003-2006; CEO PT 
Conteúdos, 2003-2006; PCA and vice-PCA Sporttv, 2003-2006; Board Member of SIC 
Notícias, 2003-2006; Executive Director of Portugal Telecom Móveis, 2002-2003; Executive 
Director of Portugal Telecom International, 1998-2002, and its affiliated in the following 
countries: Cabo Verde, Guiné-Bissau, São Tomé e Príncipe, Angola, Mozambique and 
Macau; Executive Director of TLP (Lisbon and Oporto Telephones) and member of the 
Board of consultants of Instituto de Comunicações de Portugal, 1992).  
 
 



Markwick Khumalo is a member of Pan African Parliament form Swaziland and the 
Chairperson of the PanAfrican Parliament (PAP) Joint Delegation for Relations with the 
European Parliament.  
 
Andrew Sherriff is Senior Programme Officer for the Development Policy and International 
Relations (DPIR) programme at the European Centre for Development Policy Management 
(ECDPM) where he focuses on the Joint-Africa-EU Strategy amongst other issues.  ECDPM 
is an independent foundation that has worked on EU-Africa, Caribbean and Pacific relations 
since 1986.  Prior to joining ECDPM Andrew worked as an adviser and consultant on policy 
issues to the Slovenian EU Presidency, UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office, DFID, 
Austrian Development Agency, Belgium DGDC, and a variety of NGOs and think tanks 
(Oxfam International, Saferworld, World Vision, SNV).  From 1999 to 2004 Andrew worked 
at International Alert, one of the leading organizations in the field of peace building where he 
managed work on the European Union and conflict sensitive development.  He has lived and 
worked in East and Central Africa and the Balkans region.  Originally from Scotland, Andrew 
has a BA in International Relations from Staffordshire University, an MA in International 
Studies from the University of Limerick in Ireland.  He is also an Adjunct Professor at 
American University in Washington D.C., USA. 
 
 
 


